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deduced from it, nor can it be combined with other
dogmas into a coherent logical whole. In this view
the development of doctrine is simply accumula-
tive, and analogous to that of ritual. Round the
unchanging nucleus of the Eucharistic rite, which
binds all the ages and nations of Christianity to-
gether, and which alone is of Apostolic authority, has
slowly clustered a large body of accessory obser-
vances, varying in different periods and localities,
creations of the same spirit of worship in which
Christ took bread, broke, and distributed it as the
symbol of his crucified flesh. Yet all these creations
of the Church's spirit are ruled by and subordinate
to the primitive and sacred rite which gives them
their unity and meaning. Obviously, there is no
necessary and logical bond between the centre and
the several parts of this worship-system, but only the
unity that belongs to connected manifestations of the
same spirit.

In the same way there are certain central, primitive,
universal and unchanging " dogmas " of the Christian
creed, round which others, of ecclesiastical origin, have
gathered. The former alone are classical, and are
regulative of the latter. The Spirit of Christ, as we
have elsewhere said, is the true revelation or depositum
fidei. But as a spirit or quality it cannot be com-
municated in the abstract, or considered otherwise
than in operation upon certain determinate matter,
just as the spirit of Michael Angelo can only be studied
in the works he has left us. Nay, the rudest remnant
of his work would have held the full riches of his
spirit for a mind sufficiently receptive and sym-
pathetic. So it is as working upon and within the